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The /u nited States »>vl Hospital f 2/ which wee located at 





Vila, on 1 ^ island of if ate, New Hebrides, aerved itt Intended pur- 
pose during the yeara 1942 and 1943 when the war In the South Pacific 
was not too far distant* However, as the combat soxfca movsd North 
and other hospitals were constructed nearer to the battlo fronts the 
usefulness of Base Hospital £ 2 diminished. During the year 1944 
no battle casualties -.rare received and only local patienta ware ad- 
mitted oomlng from the various activities stationed on the Island and 
frost ships whioh called at this port. The census of patients slowly 
decreased throughout the year as the military activities were ordered 
to other areas* The situation finally arrived where it beoam© neeeas- 
ary to dismantle the hospital in order to be able to move the other 
activities from the i aland which the hoapital wag dependant on. 

The dismantling process actually began in February 1944 when two 
units, of 400 beds each* were prepared and segregated for shipment as 
additions to hospitals planned for advanced basea. These units were 
never used aa planned and are ctlll with the hoapital* 

in June 1944 ordera were received to reduce the bed capaoity 
"rosi five hundred to two hundred beds on 1 July 1944, and to cease to 
function as a hospital on 1 August 1944. The process of dismantling 
was gradual lv going on with a small force of See Beos during these 
months. On 1 November 1944 all buildings, equipment and aupplles 
were crated and loaded aboard ship. The entire hospital with its 
personnel of four officers and 19 men. embexked for Noumea, New Caledonia 
to the selected staging axes arriving on 2 Sovensber 1944. 

The unloading of the ship required ten days and this work was done 
by the Army* The- hoapital waa aeaigned to the 6th Marine Dump Area 
whioh the Marines were aba n doni n g as we essaa in. This staging site 
has turned oitt to be ideal for this task. There are 17 atorehouae 
buildings in this area, 40 by 100 foot, and It was neoeesery to use 10 
of these buildings to re-handle the supplies and equipment. The build- 
ings and maoh of the heavy equipment was dumped in the 47th See Bee 
^rea where it is being all gone over for repairs and re-orating by that 
activity. All medical supplies and equipment have been sorted and 
segregated by the hospitals personnel with the aid oC borrowed modern 
machinery fron the Base to whioh we are attached. 

Early in the year of 1944 It waa evident that the hospital had 
served its usefullnoss at this looation and no ohanges or improvements 
seemed warranted. There were no administrative or personnel problems 
that occurred during the year other than those that usually are present 
In all hospitals. 
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Historical Data(Contd.) 



The personnel of the malaria control groups of k*$ r *&l3.lP a tf9. 
and Uavy deserve muoh credit for the -work performed i&&*M#&Lf$e ' 
vicinity of the living and working areas of all activities slrtft^^eVi 
on tho island. Prior to the oooupation of Efate by the Armed Forcft*> r 
this island was a hot bed for malaria but following the efforts of 
ialeria Control it beoamo a reasonably safe place to live. 

During the year 1943 there were 531 original admissions of malaria 
to the hospital and in the year 1944 to August 1st. there were 6e oases 
treated with original infection* 

There were 19 original admissions for malaria during the year of 
1943 from members of the ataff and only 3 for the year 1944 up to 
August when the hospital closed. The reservation was free of ano 4 :heline 
mosquitoes and very few oulex were found in the searches. All oases 
of aalaria developing in the members of the staff were generally con- 
sidered to have teen contracted while off the reservation on recreation. . 

All personnel having been on the island of Sfate, and particularly 
at the hospital, will in general retain pleasant reoollections of their 
tour of duty. 
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